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SCOTUS Reviews of Admission Quotas, Debt Relief Touch Racial Raw Nerve:
High Court Examines Policies That Help Black Americans

When Charles Chadwick went to college, he used student loans and scholarship money to finance his degree in

mass communications. After graduating in 2010, he owed $18,000 in student loan debt, which he has since paid off.

“I worked hard,” he said. “I doubled up on payments to cut the interest.”

Although he won’t benefit from President Joe Biden’s debt forgiveness program, Mr. Chadwick thinks those who are

applying for relief need lots of luck.

“The president cannot cancel debt like that based off the laws,” said Mr. Chadwick, who wrote the book Chadwick’s

College Checklist. “I signed a Master Promissory Note like everyone else, and you can’t get a loan without signing that

document.”

Chadwick is among the 90% of Black graduates who have taken out student loans to pay for college, compared with

66% of whites, according to a Bankrate study.

“Proportionally, Black students have more debt, so it would be beneficial for us,” said Dr. Malik Edwards, a

constitutional law professor at the North Carolina Central University School of Law.

Student loan debtors nationwide will know by June whether up to $20,000 will be canceled for qualified borrowers

now that the U.S. Supreme Court granted the Petition for Writ of Certiorari submitted by a coalition of Attorneys

General challenging Biden’s administrative order.

The six attorneys general, from Nebraska, Missouri, Arkansas, Iowa, Kansas and South Carolina, allege in their

original complaint filed in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri in St. Louis that interest income

on more than $400 billion in federal student loan debt will be lost to states nationwide if the perk is allowed to

proceed.

Misery Index for the Week of January 15, 2018

Oil and Gas Company EXCO Resources Lands in

Bankruptcy Oil and natural gas exploration and…

JANUARY 19, 2018  0

MISERY INDEX

https://articles.pacermonitor.com/2022/06/14/abusive-federal-disability-lawsuits-shake-down-business-owners-on-both-coasts-business-group-says-some-ada-suits-appear-to-be-legalized-extortion/
https://twitter.com/PacerMonitor
https://www.facebook.com/pacermonitor/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pacermonitor
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/category/civil/
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/category/bankruptcy/
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/category/intellectual-property/
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/category/civil/
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/category/consumer/
https://www.pacermonitor.com/search
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/2017/06/16/misery-index-week-of-june-12-2017/#comments
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/2017/02/20/j-crew-asks-n-y-court-rule-multistep-intellectual-property-transfer-unrestricted-subs/#comments
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/2017/03/08/best-law-firm-bankruptcy-blogs/#comments
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/articles/category/misery_index/
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/2017/06/16/misery-index-week-of-june-12-2017/
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/2017/02/20/j-crew-asks-n-y-court-rule-multistep-intellectual-property-transfer-unrestricted-subs/
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/2017/03/08/best-law-firm-bankruptcy-blogs/
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/category/civil/
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/category/federal-lawsuit/
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/category/student-loan-relief/
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/author/juliettefairley/
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/shutterstock_1857000475-1-scaled.jpg
https://www.chadwicksexperiences.com/
https://www.bankrate.com/loans/student-loans/student-loan-debt-statistics-by-race/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/orders/courtorders/120122zr_d18f.pdf
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/2018/01/19/pacermonitors-look-back-at-this-weeks-most-compelling-bankruptcies-2/
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/2018/01/19/pacermonitors-look-back-at-this-weeks-most-compelling-bankruptcies-2/
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/2018/01/19/pacermonitors-look-back-at-this-weeks-most-compelling-bankruptcies-2/#respond
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/2017/06/16/misery-index-week-of-june-12-2017/
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/2017/02/20/j-crew-asks-n-y-court-rule-multistep-intellectual-property-transfer-unrestricted-subs/
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/2017/03/08/best-law-firm-bankruptcy-blogs/
https://articles.pacermonitor.com/category/misery_index/


1/24/23, 10:36 AM SCOTUS Reviews of Admission Quotas, Debt Relief Touch Racial Raw Nerve: High Court Examines Policies That Help Black Americans

https://articles.pacermonitor.com/2022/12/09/scotus-reviews-of-admission-quotas-debt-relief-touch-racial-raw-nerve-high-court-examines-policies-that-help-black-a… 2/4

December 2022

August 2022

July 2022

June 2022

May 2022

April 2022

March 2022

February 2022

January 2022

December 2021

November 2021

September 2021

August 2021

July 2021

June 2021

May 2021

March 2021

February 2021

January 2021

December 2020

November 2020

October 2020

September 2020

July 2020

June 2020

May 2020

April 2020

March 2020

February 2020

December 2019

November 2019

September 2019

August 2019

July 2019

June 2019

May 2019

April 2019

March 2019

February 2019

January 2019

December 2018

November 2018

“Money for the state goes into allocations they have like infrastructure or education and so states would have to re-

shift their resources accordingly,” said Israel Klein, an attorney with the Pardalis & Nohavicka law firm in New York.

The nation’s highest court is also weighing the statutory and constitutionality of affirmative action college

admissions programs in Students for Fair Admissions v. President and Fellows of Harvard College and Students for Fair

Admissions v. University of North Carolina (UNC).

College admissions programs based on race became permissible to help students of color gain access to top

schools. UNC, for example, did not accept Black student applicants until the 1950s.

“Across these legal cases, there is an attack on the capacity to create more inclusive opportunities for Blacks,” said

Sandy Darity, an autonomous professor of economics and public policy at Duke University in Durham, N.C.

A ruling by the current conservative U.S. Supreme Court against quotas in either the Harvard or UNC case would

likely discourage universities from racial balancing.

“It will make schools think twice when they pick their undergraduate candidates in terms of whether they can afford

the school and whether their merit can earn them financial aid so it’s not free tickets for college admissions,” said

Wenyuan Wu, executive director of Californians for Equal Rights Foundation (CFER).

Critics of affirmative action like CFER and Students for Fair Admissions view attempts to amend historical wrongs as

discrimination against non-Black students, and some worry the high court may be leaning in that direction.

“The purpose of the 14th Amendment was to remediate and specifically give full citizenship to African-Americans,

but the current U.S. Supreme Court doesn’t agree,” Dr. Edwards told PacerMonitor News. “They have said that we

should look at all uses of race the same. My argument is that remedial uses to overcome discrimination should be

looked at differently.”

Alleged inconsistencies in the constitutional argument against affirmative action emerged in April when the

University of California (UC) announced its Native American Opportunity Plan.

Although the UC scholarship program favors Native American undergraduate and graduate students, it has yet to

be challenged in court.

“The theory is that tribes are political groups, which is an allegedly exempt category for discrimination of this sort,”

said Tom Fitton, president of Judicial Watch, the conservative watchdog that sued the city of Asheville, N.C., over its

race-based scholarship program.

Mr. Fitton’s term on the D.C. Commission on Judicial Disabilities and Tenure ends on July 29, 2025. He was

appointed by President Donald Trump.

Both Judicial Watch and CFER filed amicus briefs in support of Students for Fair Admissions.

“Judicial Watch and similarly situated folks have been playing a long game, and the U.S. Supreme Court is currently

where they need it to be so they’re going to challenge as much as they can,” Dr. Edwards said.

Native Americans gained sovereign status based on treaties that were never agreed to on behalf of enslaved Blacks

when they were freed after more than 400 years of forced labor without pay.

As a result, only a Congressional or state law can impose, for example, lineage reparations, according to Mr. Darity

who co-authored the book From Here to Equality: Reparations for Black Americans in the Twenty-First Century.

Until then, bolstering private race-based scholarships as opposed to city or state sponsored scholarships is one way

to defeat constitutional challenges.

“The 14th Amendment doesn’t impact private actors,” Dr. Edwards said. “It only affects state action until there’s a

change in the court towards acknowledging that discrimination exists, and that systemic racism is, in fact, state

action.”
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If the U.S. Supreme Court abolishes both affirmative action college admissions and Biden’s student loan debt relief

in 2023, organization among students and university leaders is likely to take hold as it has among women and

reproductive rights groups after this year’s reversal of federal abortion under Roe v Wade.

“There are a whole bunch of folks who have this idolized view of 1950s America,” Dr. Edwards added. “That’s what

they’re trying to work back to.”
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